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Piotr Naliwajko

There has been a lot of admiring talk about the art of Piotr Naliwajko in Europe and the United States. The Polish artist's paintings have been shown at more than 100 group exhibitions and one man shows in galleries and museums in Germany, Holland, Poland and France and more recently in the U.S.A., where his work has been shown in New York, Florida, Arizona, Nevada and California. In recent articles his name was mentioned along with those of famous artists like Picasso, Lichtenstein, Hockney, Matisse and Warhol.

Piotr was born in I960 and graduated in 1984 from the Krakow Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice, Poland. With two colleagues from the academy he founded The Group of Three, whose activity was documented in the films The Puffed Up Trio (1989) and Keiner Seht Hin (1990). The group exhibited their work on the sides of trolleys running through the downtown of Katowice, in jails and in churches. During that period Piotr was a participant in almost all presentations of Polish artists throughout Poland and abroad. He is well known among art lovers in his home country and throughout Europe.

His creative goal is showing the world and its people through the eyes of his imagination, his soul and fantasies. Every single painting has its own dra​matic aspect; happiness or sadness, eroticism or love, longing or hope. He paints about all kinds of human feelings that shake his soul and imagination and sensitively expresses this on canvas. Many of Piotr's paintings also show evidence of his sensitiv​ity to social problems. His work, filled with philo​sophical thought and complex symbolism, is strongly allegorical and that is the key to under​standing his art.

Inspired by the Greeks, medieval culture, Michelangelo and Rubens, Piotr's style is based on classicism, capturing dark colours and luminous glow affected by Renaissance artists and old mas​ters. The contrast of his style with the contemporary subjects gives a big impact.

Piotr's paintings are sometimes not easy to un​derstand, but his hundreds of paintings have imme​diately found collectors. His critical acclaim and commercial success in Europe and now also in America are strong indicators of his merit. 
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